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Castle bill would enable non-profit organizations to donate surplus firefighting equipment to needy fire departments 





 






            WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Delaware Congressman Mike Castle's "Good Samaritan Volunteer Firefighter Assistance Act"
enabling non-profit organization to donate surplus firefighting equipment to needy fire departments, was included in the
USA Patriot Act signed into law today by President Bush. 





 






            "Every day across the United States firefighters respond to calls for help in their states and communities and they
deserve to have access to the best firefighting and protective equipment possible.  Unfortunately, the threat of civil liability
has stood in the way of companies donating fire equipment to volunteer, rural and other financially-strapped
departments, putting our brave men and women at risk," Castle said.  





 






"The signing of this legislation into law is an important step forward in removing this barrier and enabling surplus, state of
the art equipment to be donated to volunteer fire companies.  It is my hope that this provision will pave the way for the
implementation of a smart, cost-effective system for ensuring that our nation's 800,000 volunteer firefighters have the
equipment they need to continue to serve and protect our communities." 





 






Castle's Good Samaritan Volunteer Firefighter Assistance Act: 





	
 - Encourages donations of surplus firefighting equipment by reducing the threat of civil liability for organizations (most
commonly heavy industry) and individuals who wish to make these donations. 

	
 - Eliminates civil liability barriers to donations of surplus firefighting equipment by raising the liability standard for donors
from "negligence" to "gross negligence." 

	
 - Under the bill, a company or fire department that donates qualified fire control or fire rescue equipment to a volunteer
fire company will not be held liable for personal injuries or property damage caused by a defect in the equipment. 

	
 - The bill does not protect those persons who act with malice, gross negligence, or recklessness in making the donation;
nor does it protect the manufacturer of the donated equipment. 

	
 - Saves taxpayer dollars by encouraging donations thereby reducing the taxpayers' burden of purchasing expensive
equipment for volunteer fire departments.  This bill does not cost taxpayer dollars. 
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