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			WASHINGTON -- The Senate has passed Rep. Mike Castle&rsquo;s plan for new quarters celebrating national parks
and sites in each state.
			
			


			The bill goes next to the president for his signature. The Delaware Republican, who was responsible for the quarters
commemorating the 50 states, hopes the new program will make billions in revenue for the federal government.

			

			"It's a big tax savings," he said in June after unveiling the new plan in Philadelphia. "It's a program which people enjoy
and it actually produces revenue."

			

			When coins are collected and not in circulation, the U.S. Mint makes a profit. It uses those profits to offset its costs
instead of using tax revenue.

			

			The mint estimates the 10-year, 50 State Quarters program so far has generated between $2.7 billion and $2.9 billion. 

			

			As the first state, Delaware was the first to have a coin issued under the 50-state program, which ends this year. 

			

			That won&rsquo;t happen for the national park coins. Delaware is the only state that doesn't have a national park, which
would put the state last on the list to get a coin about a dozen years from now. It could depict a wildlife refuge, such as
Bombay Hook or Prime Hook, Castle said.

			

			Castle's bill would instruct the U.S. Mint to issue five new quarter designs per year in the order the national parks or
historical sites were designated.

			

			The treasury secretary will make the final decision after consulting with the secretary of the interior and state governors
about which locations should be chosen, according to Castle's office.

			

			The Senate approved the bill Wednesday night.
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