
CONGRESSMAN CASTLE PRAISES SENATE PASSAGE OF MICHELLEâ€™S LAW --
September 25, 2008


Washington, DC --- Delaware Congressman Mike Castle
praised the Senate passage today of H.R. 2851, Michelle's Law, which is
legislation introduced by Reps. Castle and Hodes (D-NH) that would allow
seriously ill or injured college students to take up to one year of medical
leave without losing their health insurance.  The measure now goes to
President Bush for his approval.



"I am pleased with the Senate passage of Michelle's
Law today," Rep. Castle said.  "It is critical that we
provide college students with the opportunity to care for their health while
pursuing a post-secondary degree.



"I look forward to the President's signature on this
important legislation to ensure that college students will no longer need to
choose between their health and higher education." 



Michelle's Law is inspired by the life and the memory
of Michelle Morse, who was a full-time college student when she was diagnosed
with colon cancer and died as she struggled to attend classes full-time to
maintain her health insurance.



This issue became personal to Rep. Castle after having the
pleasure of meeting Michelle Rigney, an inspiring young woman who began
battling melanoma in 2005 at the age of 19.  While at a press conference
highlighting the importance of skin protection through proper sunscreen use in
spring 2007, Michelle told Rep. Castle her story of how she needed to withdraw
from her full-time student status at the University of Delaware to receive
treatments for melanoma.  



Michelle's Law passed the U.S. House of
Representatives with an overwhelming bipartisan majority on July 30, 2008.
 The bill was referred to the Senate on July 31, and after today's
passage, it will head to the President for his signature.
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