
CASTLE APPLAUDS RAIL SECURITY MOBILIZATION DRILL -- September 23, 2008



Rail Security Operation in Northeast Corridor

included Delaware 






Washington, D.C. -- Today,

Amtrak Police, Transportation Security Administration (TSA) personnel, and

police officers from approximately 200 commuter rail, state, and local police

agencies pulled their forces together for the largest joint, simultaneous rail

security operation yet in the northeastern United States.  The security

deployment covered 150 railway stations in 12 states - including Delaware -

between Virginia and Vermont.  While this security operation was not in

response to any particular thereat or incident, it is an ongoing proactive

effort by various groups to expand counter-terrorism and incident response as

well as facilities deterrence.  Delaware Congressman Mike Castle, a long-time

rail security proponent, helped author the new law requiring expanded security

techniques on rail lines and was pleased to see such an initiative happen in

Delaware and other northeastern states.






"I

applaud the TSA, Amtrak, and all of the local police departments who

participated in today's joint rail security mobilization," Rep. Castle

said.  "While a great deal of attention has been paid to aviation

security over the last seven years, I have also been fighting for funding and

resources to expand security on our nation's rail lines - particularly on the

heavily traveled northeast corridor.  Last year, we made tremendous

progress when the President signed key provisions of my rail security bill into

law, and now, we are finally seeing all of this work come to fruition. 

Obviously, security at train stations is very different from procedures used at

airports, and it is critical that we make certain these new techniques do not

cause long lines or security delays.  Today's operation will help identify

areas of concern and ensure federal, state, and local officials are

communicating effectively.  Improving security depends on having the

resources and equipment necessary to get the job done, and I refuse to let my

guard down in the fight to secure our rail stations and commuter lines."






Today's

exercise demonstrates the capability to implement random, unpredictable

security enhancements at multiple passenger rail

locations, helping to boost overall security for passenger rail in the

region.  Security measures at train stations included visible security

patrols, random passenger and carry-on baggage screenings, checked baggage

screenings, K-9 units, on-board security and identification checks, behind the

scenes counter surveillance activities, and explosive trace detection as well

as other specialized screening procedures.






Participating

states included Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, New

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and

Rhode Island, as well as Washington, D.C.  
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For

more information about TSA's and Amtrak's efforts to enhance rail security in

partnership with local law enforcement, visit www.tsa.gov

or www.amtrak.com.  
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