
Castle, Descendant of Benjamin Franklin, Helps Celebrate Founding Father's 300th
Birthday by Lightin

  




Philadelphia, PA -- Delaware Congressman Mike Castle today helped celebrate the 300th birthday of Benjamin Franklin
at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia by lighting one of the three hundred candles on Franklin's enormous
birthday cake, measuring 8-foot high and 14-foot wide. 






"Franklin's drive to improve himself naturally spilled over into a desire to further the common good. His public spirit mixed
with practical organizational skills produced a variety of civic improvement schemes. Even as a young tradesman,
Franklin sought to better himself and his community. He organized the Junto--a small group of fellow tradesmen and
artisans committed to mutual improvement. At their weekly meetings they asked how they "may be serviceable to
mankind, to their country, to their friends, or to themselves?" Castle said. 






Castle discussed the various contributions Franklin made to mankind through his innovation and generosity. These
contributions include public libraries, the organization of police and fire departments, advancements in medicine and
public health through the idea of matching grants, and the organization of street cleaning and waste management in
cities.






Congressman Castle along with Elise DuPont who also attended the event, are both direct descendants of Benjamin
Franklin. 
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