
CASTLE SUPPORTS AMTRAK AND HIGH SPEED RAIL -- June 11, 2008



Rep. 

Castle Amendment Includes Wilmington 






Washington, 

D.C. -- Today, Congressman Mike Castle (R-DE) voted in 

support of the Passenger Rail Investment and 

Improvement Act of 2008 (H.R. 6003).  Specifically, this legislation 

authorizes $14.4 billion for Amtrak and other rail investments from fiscal year 

2009 through fiscal year 2013, includes Rep. Castle's legislation reorganizing 

the Amtrak Board of Directors to improve the company's management and 

accountability, and proposes the development of a two-hour door-to-door 

high-speed passenger rail system between Washington, D.C. and New York City.  

Additionally, Rep. Castle won approval of an amendment, requiring such a 

high-speed rail system to make station stops at busy rail hubs, like 

Wilmington.  Rep. Castle has been a long-time advocate of Amtrak and has pushed 

for additional security measures to ensure passenger safety.  With the increased 

concern about congestion on highways and escalating gas prices, Rep. Castle says 

we need to ensure passenger and commuter rail systems are accessible, secure, 

and properly funded.






"For anyone who has driven on the 

I-95 corridor recently, it is strikingly clear that highway congestion has 

become a critical problem -- threatening business productivity, increasing 

safety risks, and hindering efforts to improve air quality," Rep. Castle said. 

 "In fact, a recent study found that road congestion in the top 400 metropolitan 

areas cost Americans 4.2 billion hours and 2.9 billion gallons of fuel sitting 

in traffic delays.  In contrast, passenger and commuter rail systems have proven 

to be among the most efficient options for travelers in heavily congested areas 

of the country.  Between Boston and Washington, ridership on Amtrak has surged 

by 20% with nearly 2,000 trains operating along the corridor everyday. 






"Commuting alternatives are 

essential for Delawareans facing skyrocketing gas prices, congested roadways, 

and overcrowded airports.  I agree we should review plans for building a new 

high-speed rail corridor between New York and Washington, D.C and my amendment 

ensures that such proposals will include station stops at the corridor's busiest 

rail hubs, such as Wilmington, Del.  Last year nearly one million people boarded 

or exited a train in Wilmington, which is centrally located between New York's 

Penn Station and Union Station here in Washington.  Just a few weeks ago, I 

welcomed the House Committee on Transportation's Ranking Member Rep. John Mica 

(R-FL) to Delaware to host a press conference at the Wilmington Train Station to 

discuss this high-speed proposal.  As a daily Amtrak commuter myself, I can 

attest to the fact that thousands of travelers rely on the Wilmington train 

station when it comes to visiting friends and relatives, or traveling for 

business, making it the 5th busiest station on the northeast corridor. 

"
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