
CASTLE SUPPORTS BILL TO IMPROVE CANCER SCREENING PROCEDURES --
April 8, 2008

Washington, DC -- Today, Congressman Michael N. Castle (R-DE) supported House passage of The Cytology
Proficiency Improvement Act, H.R. 1237, a bill that will modernize and improve a federal program aimed at promoting
quality cervical cancer screening, which advanced in the House by voice vote. Congress previously requested that a
cytology (Pap test) proficiency program be established as part of The Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of
1988 (CLIA).  However, the program laid dormant until 2005 when the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
finally implemented a program.  Unfortunately, the program was implemented using regulations written in 1992, which are
now 16 years old.    




 

Congressman Castle has been a long-time advocate of medical technology and education advancements in Delaware. 
Earlier this year, Rep. Castle toured the Pathology Lab at St. Francis Hospital in Wilmington, DE to get a first hand look
at the practice and techniques used in Delaware.  During the tour, the doctors and medical staff highlighted the need for
this legislation, and Rep. Castle saw how this bill will improve the overall quality of care and training available at St.
Francis Hospital and at hospitals across the country. 




 

"Regular screening can make all the difference in addressing cervical cancer and early detection can save lives," said
Rep. Castle.  "Women need access to the latest in Pap test science, principles of patient safety and technological
advances such as computer-assisted screening, digital imaging, and HPV typing.  Over the years, this educational
requirement will also accommodate advances in science and technology without going through the long process of
making changes in regulation." 




 

Pathologists are already required by Federal law under CLIA to comply with extensive quality assurance standards for
Pap tests.  The bill would complement CLIA by establishing a federal continuing medical education (CME) requirement for
pathologists and laboratory professionals who examine Pap tests to screen for cervical cancer.  To assure quality
mammograms, the federal government, under the Mammography Quality Standards Act (MQSA), requires similar
educational testing of radiologists. 




 

The State of Delaware also provides screenings for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer to eligible individuals.  Visit the
Delaware Department of Health and Social Services' website to read more about Delaware's "Screening for Life" public
service program.  
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