
CASTLE OFFERS TWO-STEP PLAN TO ALLEVIATE CONGESTION PROBLEMS --
FEBRUARY 21, 2008

Newark, DE -- Today Delaware Congressman Mike Castle joined Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT)
officials to discuss the future of infrastructure in Delaware and outline a two-step plan that will help improve congestion in
Delaware and across the country.  



"The I-95 section of Delaware is one of the most congested stretches of highway in the nation.  Our state sits at the
crossroads of the northeast corridor with millions of travelers and thousand of loads of cargo passing through every day,"
Rep. Castle said.  "Traffic congestion is not just a problem in Delaware; it is impacting the entire nation by impeding
commerce, increasing energy consumption, harming the environment through pollution and greenhouse gas emissions,
and exacting a penalty on business productivity and quality of life."



The first step of Rep. Castle's plan will address congestion and over-use in the growing areas of New Castle and Kent
counties, the expansion of Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland, and the revitalization of the Christiana Mall-- all of
which will increasingly choke this stretch of highway.  Delaware's Congressional delegation has been working closely with
DelDOT to improve the I-95 and State Route 1 interchange, by adding a fifth lane to I-95 in each direction, by installing E-
Z pass speed lanes at the Newark toll plaza,  as well as identifying structurally deficient bridges and expand commuter rail
access.     



For the second part of Rep. Castle's plan, he called upon the U.S. Congress and the federal Department of
Transportation to develop a distinct federal program to fund high priority transportation projects with the goal of alleviating
traffic congestion at key regional chokepoints. 



"Under my proposal, which I plan to push forward as the House of Representatives begins budgeting for fiscal year 2009,
transportation chokepoints would be defined as those national trade corridors, like this stretch of I-95, that are utilized
heavily by commuters and are in close proximity to major freight shipping ports of entry," Rep. Castle said.  "This national
anti-congestion program should focus on investing in freight and passenger rail capacity at these key regional
chokepoints to direct more travel and shipping off of major roadways.  We should also be funding innovative new ideas,
like congestion pricing and electronic toll collection, which have already demonstrated the ability to use new technology
to reduce highway delays and pollution.  



"Finally, the reality is that improving our nation's transportation system will be expensive.  This is clear both here in
Delaware and at the federal level, where a recent surface transportation study found that over $200 billion per year is
necessary to meet the needs of our growing population.  In Delaware, we are working together with federal and state
matching funds to support high priority construction programs like the I-95 Improvements Project.  At the national level, I
believe we can start by eliminating wasteful earmarks, like the infamous $300 million 'Bridge to Nowhere,' and plug this
funding into effective formula-driven programs, which allocate spending based on need and population density.  The
national Highway Bridge Program, which funds bridge replacement and preventative maintenance in the most heavily
traveled areas of the country, is just one example of a fair, formula-driven program that would benefit from a crack-down
on wasteful earmarking."
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