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Washington D.C. -- Delaware Congressman Mike Castle today received the 2006 American Society of Hematology
(ASH) Award for Public Service for his leadership on health and medical research issues, and particularly for his work on
behalf of expanding stem cell research and his efforts to increase funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 
Castle was presented with the award in his Capitol Hill office by ASH President Andrew I. Schafer, MD, and Vice
President Nancy Berliner, MD, along with over twenty other doctors and members of the organization.





"I am honored to receive this award today from the American Society of Hematology for my work on the issue of
healthcare, which I believe to be of the utmost importance to all Americans. Highlighting the significance of embryonic
stem cell research will remain one of my top issues as millions of Americans continue to suffer from debilitating diseases
that could potentially be helped through this live-saving research.  I will also continue to work to ensure that the National
Institutes of Health is adequately funded in 2008, keeping pace with medical inflation and building on our success from
the Fiscal Year 2007 Continuing Resolution," Castle said. 





Congressman Castle led the Republican Moderate efforts to adequately fund critical education, health, and community
programs in the Fiscal Year 2007 Continuing Resolution, which included a $620 million increase for the NIH and a $207
million increase for federally qualified community health centers.  The FY 2007 CR funds the federal government for the
rest of FY07, which ends on September 30, 2007.





The American Society of Hematology is made up of over 14,000 physicians and researchers throughout the United
States, whose primary focus is furthering the understanding, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of disorders affecting
the blood, bone marrow, and the immunologic, hemostatic and vascular systems, by promoting research, clinical care,
education, training, and advocacy in hematology.
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