
Castle Statement Regarding Talks with Iran & Syria -- February 28, 2007

  




Washington, D.C. -- Delaware Congressman Mike Castle, who for months has been pushing for an intense diplomatic
effort to accompany any troop surge in Iraq, today released the following statement:






"Yesterday's announcement by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice that the U.S. will join in two sets of meetings with
Iraq and its neighbors is a very positive development and something I have been advocating for some time now.  Such
regional discussions were recommended by the Iraq Study Group as a crucial component of a new strategy for stability in
Iraq and up until this point I had been extremely disappointed with our government's failure to focus on this important
issue.  






"This announcement represents a major shift for the Bush Administration and it is vital that the President and his advisors
continue on this path to engage all of Iraq's neighbors in quelling conflicts in the region.   The ultimate goal of these
discussions should be a comprehensive plan to have the Iraqis fully take over their own security, government and
economy, so U.S. troops can begin to come home.  






"I am hopeful my concerns and those of my colleagues have prompted the White House to move in this direction and that
their changing course of action signals the start of an intense diplomatic effort to establish peace and stability in the
Middle East."






Castle is a cosponsor of legislation, H.Con.Res 45 to lift the Iraq debate above the existing political rhetoric by focusing
instead on productive strategies to secure the country and allow Iraqis to take control of their own destiny.  In this way,
Castle's legislation would embrace recommendations made by military experts and respected statesmen to pursue a
comprehensive strategy to build regional and international support for stability in Iraq, so that our men and women in the
military may come home. 
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