
Castle Helps Introduce Legislation to Increase Fuel Economy Standards -- January
26, 2007

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Citing a dependence on foreign oil and growing concern over global warming, a group of 13
moderate Republicans, including Rep. Mike Castle, helped introduce H.R. 656; legislation that would raise Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards for the cars, sport utility vehicles (SUVs), minivans and pickup trucks that are
sold in the United States.  Castle was a cosponsor of a similar legislation in the 109th Congress.


"Importantly, this legislation will require cars, trucks and SUVs to go further on a gallon of gas.  Reasonable CAFE
standards are both achievable and there is no question they would have an impact on fuel consumption in this country,"
Castle said.  "Some of my colleagues have introduced other proposals with respect to CAFE and it is my hope Congress
will come to an agreement on a proposal that is ambitious and achievable."


H.R. 656 would direct the Secretary of Transportation to raise CAFE standards from the current level of 25 miles per
gallon (mpg) to at least 33 mpg over the next 10 years.  By 2025, this move would save 2.6 million barrels of oil each day.


Specifically, the bill would allow the Secretary of Transportation to establish separate standards for different size
vehicles, as long as the overall average of the fleet is at least 33 mpg. This would allow the Secretary to implement a
size-based system similar to the recent reform of the light-truck fuel economy standards.  The Secretary would also be
authorized to establish a credit trading program between manufacturers, to help reduce the costs of compliance.


In addition to Castle, the original cosponsors of the bill include Representatives Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD), Wayne Gilchrest
(R-MD), Tim Johnson (R-IL), Mark Kirk (R-IL), Randy Kuhl (R-NY), Ray LaHood (R-IL), Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ), Todd
Platts (R-PA), Dave Reichert (R-WA) Jim Saxton (R-NJ), Chris Shays (R-CT) and Jim Walsh (R-NY).


According to a 2002 National Academy of Sciences (NAS) study, technologies exist today that can allow cars and trucks
to go much farther on a gallon of gasoline - without sacrificing today's features or safety.  And because the NAS report
didn't even consider new technologies such as hybrids and clean diesel engines, the potential for increasing fuel
economy is even greater.  


The potential savings the bill would offer consumers are enormous. Buyers of large SUVs and pickup trucks would save
$2,000 in fuel costs over the life of the vehicle, even after paying the additional costs of the new technologies. Families
buying minivans would save over $1,000. And these savings were calculated assuming gasoline cost $2 per gallon. At
today's prices, the savings would even greater.
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