
From tsunami disaster comes charity, hope, and strength -- January 4, 2005

  

by Delaware Congressman Mike Castle 



There is no place in the world that hasn't been touched by the recent devastation of the massive tsunamis triggered by
the Dec. 26 earthquake off the coast of Indonesia. The numbers of displaced, injured, and deceased are staggering.
Each day a great number of new accounts of struggle and hardship are reported here and across the globe. Our hearts
are breaking for these families and communities who are struggling to secure the basic necessities in life as they begin to
put the pieces of their lives back together. Throughout all of the tragedy however, the virtues of charity, hope, and
strength are stronger than ever. 



Delawareans and Americans alike have sprung into action, offering support and aid for the developing needs of the
victims. As a result of their heartfelt generosity, relief organizations and charities home and abroad are providing much
needed food, water, and clothing supplies. Our federal government continues to respond as the needs of those affected
increase. More than 13,000 U.S. Navy, Marine, Army, Air Force and Coast Guard service members are now involved in
providing relief support. U.S. teams are continuing their assessments in each country and are working closely with the
State Department, USAID, other nations, nongovernmental agencies and international organizations to distribute aid.
And thanks to international help from all of us, the biggest relief operation in history is starting to reach some of the most
isolated areas affected. 



I expect Congress to take up a financial aid package in the coming weeks to meet President Bush's request of sending at
least $350 million to Southeast Asia and we will continue to do our part to ensure US relief flows quickly and effectively to
the affected areas.



I thank Delawareans once again for showing their capacity for generosity in helping others who need it. But there is much
work left to be done. There is a long road ahead of months, even years of coping and rebuilding for so many people. And
so I urge you to continue this trend of compassion. The power of the charity of the American people will go far in
establishing much needed healthcare, counseling, and infrastructure improvements to grief stricken areas. 



Let us continue the message that every little bit helps and together, we can all make a difference. I know relief workers
and aid agencies will continue their effort to ensure survivors are taken care of. And I know we as Americans will
continue to provide for so many who are struggling to take steps toward a new future. For more information, you can visit
the government sponsored tsunami relief website at www.firstgov.gov/Citizen/Topics/Asia_Tsunamis.shtml. Thank you.
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