
Castle, Local Patient Groups and Medical Research Advocates Unveil New Strategy
in Wake of President Bush's Veto of the Castle Stem Cell Bill -- August 3, 3006


Castle to lead effort urging private foundation involvement in potentially life saving research, outlines other avenues for
expanding research 



WILMINGTON, DE -- In the wake of President Bush's veto of H.R. 810, The Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act,
Delaware Congressman Mike Castle, author of the legislation, today teamed together with local medical research
advocates at Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children, to announce a new path forward to jumpstart the research. 



"We cannot sit around licking our wounds or waiting for a change of mind or waiting for a new President who supports
this research. We need to move full steam ahead because every day wasted is one more day patients are suffering,"
Castle said. 



On July 19, 2006, President Bush vetoed Castle's bill, H.R. 810, The Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act, which
would have created an ethical construct for stem cell research and would have enabled scientists access to the most
robust and highest quality stem cell lines. 



At today's press conference, Castle unveiled a letter he authored with Rep. Diana DeGette (D-Colorado) urging the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation to make embryonic stem cell research a top priority . Castle appealed to their underlying
mission that "every life has equal value," and their dedication to finding cures and treatments to diseases affecting the
developing world. He said many of these diseases such as HIV/AIDS and diabetes may one day be treated with the
science of embryonic stem cells. 



Ms. Allie Dietz, a 12 year old child with diabetes, joined Castle at the press conference, saying, "I have gone to visit
Congressman Castle in Washington, D.C. I showed him how much it hurts to prick my fingers, and to test my blood, and
how much it hurts to give myself shots of insulin. He has seen the bruises on my hip from all of the thousands of needles
and he has seen my fingertips where my fingers have so many holes in them that sometimes they get numb. I have
thought about it, and I think that it is more moral, and more ethical to help those of us now living by using microscopic,
frozen embryos that will never be implanted in a mother for research rather than throw them in the trash. 



Castle stressed that private funding for stem cell research could never replace the weight of the federal government
through the National Institutes of Health, but said he doesn't want to waste time and alienate the best and brightest
researchers in the United States until there is a change of heart within the Administration or until there is a new
President. 



"We realize that one of the ways your Foundation can generate interest in this research is by first making this science a
top priority for your Global Health Program and then soliciting applications for grants from individuals, universities or
other private entities. We urge you to do so. We want all of our researchers worldwide to be able to participate -- as their
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collective wisdom will hopefully lead to cures," the letter reads. 



"Unfortunately, because of the restrictions here in the United States, some of our best and brightest are being left out in
the race for possible cures. We need to give these researchers the same opportunities as other scientists around the
world, so they can partner together to advance science and hopefully discover cures and treatments. A significant
commitment by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will help jumpstart this research, until federal policy is changed.
Nothing can replace a commitment by the National Institutes of Health to get involved in this research, but until that is
reality, it is critical as much private funding as possible goes into this quest for cures." 



Castle also outlined other avenues he will pursue to change the current federal policy, saying legislation is not needed --
only a policy change : 


	
 - Change the date the stem cell lines had to be derived by from 2001 to 2006 (Estimates point to over 150 such lines).


	
 - Only allow research on the current embryos slated for destruction, not any created in future years (thought to be
400,000 frozen embryos in fertility clinics around the United States, with a minimum of 8,000 being destroyed annually).
	
 - Work to create a stricter informed consent process for couples donating embryos to research.
	
 - Establish agency similar to Human Fertilization and Embryology Authority in Great Britain to oversee all embryonic
stem cell research, something that does not exist in the U.S. today.
	
 - Create Centers of Excellence throughout United States to focus on embryonic stem cell research -- perhaps by waiving
the requirement that these universities have separate labs, equipment, and faculty to conduct this research.



Please contact the Castle office for a copy of the letter. 



 


The Online Office of Congressman Mike Castle

http://www.castle.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 8 December, 2008, 06:49


