
Castle Votes to Override President Bush's Veto of His Legislation, H.R. 810, The
Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act -- July 19, 2006


Washington D.C. -- Delaware Congressman Mike Castle spoke on the House Floor this evening to encourage his fellow
Members of Congress to override the President's veto of H.R. 810, the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act. The
override vote failed with a vote of 235 to 193, with 51 Republicans voting in favor. 



"I ask everyone listening today to look to their left and look to their right and realize that one out of the three people you
see are affected by diseases that could potentially be cured by embryonic stem cell research. 



"I am obviously disappointed and upset by the President's veto today; however, looking back, I am proud of how far we
have come. I would like to look at the bright side of things for a minute. We have educated the public through the debates
in the Senate and the House on the crucial issue of embryonic stem cell research, bringing the facts to light. An
indication of this is that the debate has shifted from the potential of adult stem cells to embryonic stem cells, which has
been proven to be more pluripotent, and therefore capable of dividing into any cells in the body. 



"This research is about blastocysts that are no bigger than the tip of a pencil that will never be implanted in a woman and
which are slated to become hospital waste. It is important to point out that this legislation does not fund the derivation, or
the destruction of the embryo. It funds research, potentially live-saving research for 1 in 3 Americans. 



"Although H.R. 810 has been vetoed, we will not stop here. We must pull together to advance this cause, for all patients
nationwide. There is more commonality of opinion than ever and that is how I know embryonic stem cell research will
progress and be of benefit to mankind. I just hope it is sooner rather than later. 



"Finally, I would like to quote Ben Franklin at the 1787 Constitutional Convention; "I have often...in the course of the
session...looked at that sun behind the President without being able to tell whether it was rising or setting. But now at
length I have the happiness to know it is a rising and not a setting sun." That quote explains exactly how I feel about
stem cell research. I believe the sun is not setting on our cause, rather rising for the millions of Americans who will
benefit." 
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