
Castle Response to Mumbai, India Train Attacks -- July 12, 2006


Washington, D.C. -- In response to the seven explosions that rocked the busiest rail system in the world during rush hour
yesterday, in Mumbai, India, Delaware Congressman Mike Castle once again stressed the need and urgency of
increased security on the rail systems throughout the United States.             



"I would like to express my deepest sympathies for those affected by the tragic explosions yesterday, which once again
targeted crowded trains in another area of the world.              



"This is yet another wake-up call for our own rail security system, which unfortunately remains extremely vulnerable to
similar attacks. Everyday, more than 14 million commuters throughout the country use public transportation, simply
getting on and off trains and buses without an effective process in place to ensure the safety of all passengers.  While we
are slowly making some progress in securing subways and regional rail, our homeland security in these areas is still far
behind where it should be and I do not want to see a day come when we have to look back with regret because of an
attack on our own system.  



"The 9/11 Commission emphasized the need for greater security on surface transportation and at my request, the
Government Accountability Office (GAO) recently released a detailed study highlighting the need to develop a
comprehensive national rail security plan.  I have introduced legislation to begin implementing these recommendations,
and I believe it is crucial that Congress consider these provisions at the earliest date possible."            



"I hope that the tragic events in India yesterday do not pass without significant reforms in rail security around the world. 
Here in the United States, the federal government must take real action to increase funding for rail security and begin risk
assessment and other initiatives to prevent such an attack from happening on American soil."   



A list of Rep. Castle's recent actions for increased rail security is below: 


	
 - Introduced the Railroad Security and Public Awareness Act: Would increase funding for security on subway systems,
Amtrak trains, commuter lines, and freight rail cars.  The legislation would authorize funding for more police officers,
canine units, communications systems, and security technology.  The bill would also authorize a mandatory rail worker
security-training program to prepare front-line employees for potential threat conditions. 
	
 - Succeeded in passing an amendment for an additional $50 million for rail security: This amendment passed as part of
the 2007 Homeland Security Appropriations bill and would increase rail security funding to $200 million, an important
step, but still far short of the funding spent on other modes of transportation, such as aviation security.
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