
U.S. Senate Will Consider Castle Stem Cell Research Bill This Summer -- June 29,
2006


Washington, D.C. -- Delaware Congressman Mike Castle, author of H.R. 810, The Stem Cell Research Enhancement
Act, applauded the Senate Unanimous Consent Agreement guiding the embryonic stem cell debate, which will include
his legislation, expected later this summer: 



 



"After much anticipation, I am thrilled that the U.S. Senate will follow the House's lead and debate embryonic stem cell
research this summer.  Majority Leader Frist should be commended for the thoughtfulness and commitment he has given
to this issue and the challenges he overcame in crafting this unanimous consent agreement.  This debate will be
momentous -- the first time in history the Senate will consider legislation to expand the outdated and unrealistic federal
embryonic stem cell research policy.  This is a great day for the millions of patients nationwide who are suffering from our
most dreaded diseases, including diabetes, cancer, Parkinson's and Alzheimer's. 



 



"I urge the Senate to move swiftly and to schedule debate on these bills upon return from the July 4th District Work
Period.  Time is of the essence, one more day wasted is another day without cures and treatments." 



 



Castle's legislation, H.R. 810 is one of three bills that is included in the unanimous consent agreement.  The legislation,
which passed the House of Representatives last May would expand the current federal embryonic stem cell research
policy by allowing federally funded research to move forward on stem cell lines created ethically from excess IVF
embryos that would otherwise be discarded as medical waste. 
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